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REMARKS 

Applicants respectfully request reconsideration of this application. Claims 1, 3-7, 
10-13, 24, 26-30, 33-36, 47, 51, 56-59, 62-63, 72-74 and 77-78 are pending in the current 
application. Claims 12-13 and 36 have been amended to remove minor informality. No 
claims has been cancelled in the current response. 

Rejections Under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) 

Claims 1, 3-7, 10-13, 24, 26-30, 33-36, 47, 51, 56-59, 62-63, 72-74 and 77-78 are 
rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent No. 6,449,598 
of Green ("Green") in view of U.S. Patent No. 6,490,619 of Byrne ("Byrne") and further 
in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,845,255 of Mayaud ("Mayaud"). Applicants respectfully 
traverse the rejection. 

Specifically, claim 1 includes the limitation, or a limitation similar thereto, of: 

receiving a search request containing search criteria from a first user, 
wherein the search criteria includes at least one search category; 

determining the first user's organizational identifier in response to the 
search request, the first user's organizational identifier being used to specify a 
corresponding organization to which the first user belongs; and 

performing a search in one or more databases based upon the search 
criteria and the first user's organizational identifier to identify data records that 
match the search criteria and to which the first user is allowed to access based 
upon the first user's organizational identifier, wherein performing the search 
includes restricting the scope of search based on the first user's organizational 
identifier, which further includes selecting a subset of data records that match the 
first user's organizational identifier from a set of records that are associated with 
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the at least one search category. (Applicants' Independent Claim 1, In. 4-13, 
emphasis added). 

Claim 1 sets forth determining an organizational identifier of a first user in 
response to a search request. The organizational identifier specifies a corresponding 
organization to which the first user belongs. A search is performed based upon, in part, 
the organizational identifier of the first user, from whom a search request is received. In 
contrast, none of the references cited discloses such an organizational identifier. 

As noted by the Examiner, users who have authority can access the administrative 
functions in Green (Office Action, p.3, footnote 1, citing Green, col. 9, In. 58-60). Green 
further explains that a user ID and a password are used by the system to restrict access to 
the administrative functions (Green, col. 9, In. 39-43). Green does not disclose or suggest 
determining a user's organization identifier. The Examiner also admitted that Green 
does not base access restriction on the organization which the user belongs to (Office 
Action, p. 6, last paragraph. In. 4-7). 

Regarding Byrne, the reference merely discloses performing a search based on 
organization (Byrne, Abstract; col. 8, In. 17-29). Byrne does not disclose or suggest 
determining the first user's organizational identifier in response to the search request, 
wherein the first user's organizational identifier being used to specify a corresponding 
organization to which the first user belongs. 

As to Mayaud, the reference merely discloses centrally inputting at the host 

computer facility patient- generated record-access specifications to determine which user 
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organizations can access what data during what period (Mayaud, col. 18, In. 6-13). 
Mayaud does not disclose or suggest determining the first user's organizational 
identifier in response to the search request, wherein the first user's organizational 
identifier being used to specify a corresponding organization to which the first user 
belongs. 

Since none of Green, Byrne, and Mayaud discloses at least the limitations of 
determining the first user's organizational identifier in response to the search request, 
wherein the first user's organizational identifier being used to specify a corresponding 
organization to which the first user belongs, as claimed in claim 1, claim 1 is patentable 
over Green in view of Byrne and Mayaud. For at least this reason. Applicants 
respectfully request withdrawal of the rejection. 

Claims 24, 47, 56, and 72 are patentable over Green, in view of Byrne and 
Mayaud for at least the reasons discussed above with respect to claim 1. Applicants 
respectfully request withdrawal of the rejection. 

The remaining claims 3-7, 10-13, 26-30, 33-36, 51, 57-59, 62-63, 73-74, and 77- 
78 depend, directly or indirecdy, from the independent claims 1, 24, 47, 56, and 72, 
respectively. Therefore, claims 3-7, 10-13, 26-30, 33-36, 51, 57-59, 62-63, 73-74, and 
77-78 are patentable over the cited references for at least the reasons discussed above 
with respect to claim 1. Withdrawal of the rejections is respectfully requested. 
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CONCLUSION 



Applicants respectfully submit that the rejections have been overcome by the 
remarks, and that the pending claims are in condition for allowance. Accordingly, 
Applicants respectfully request the rejections be withdrawn and the pending claims be 



To the extent necessary, a petition for an extension of time under 37 C.F.R. 1.136 
is hereby made. If any other petition is necessary for consideration of this paper, it is 
hereby so petitioned. 

If there are any additional charges, please charge Deposit Account No. 02-2666 
for any fee deficiency that may be due. 



allowed. 



Respectfully submitted. 
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